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A Study of Non-sentient beings with a Buddha-nature
Thought Based on the Interpretation of Fazang and
Chengguan in “Avatamsaka Sutra ”

Abstract

Owing to extreme weather occurring frequently around the earth, one of the
greatest crisis that the mankind has to be faced with is the global climate change, which
seems an inevitable outcome.

Therefore, in this kind of five turbid realms nowadays, we take it for granted that
we should enjoy the luxury in the course of material conditions ,while the destruction of
the earth environment is also increasingly significant affected to human beings so that
we have to be responsible for what we have already done in daily lives.

This paper is composed of six sections in search of enlightenability of non-sentient
beings from the perspective of Avatamsaka- sutra, not only sentient beings have the
buddha’s nature but insentient beings does as well. As we all know, the popular idea of
the Buddhas’ Nature remaining in magnificent mountains and rivers generated from

Zanran(712-782) who is the sixth patriarch of the Tiantai school of Chinese

Buddhism and helped to revive the school's prominence after a period of falling into
decline.

From the transcendental perspective of the world , the great mountains and rivers
as well as the heavenly universe has the same possession of being enlightened with
those sentient beings. Catering to the Theory of Cultivating Wisdom of Sentient and
Non-sentient beings in our consciousness, the author eager to figure out the
the translation of 80" Chapter of “The Wondrous Adornments of the Rulers of the
Worlds ” as well as 60™ Chapter of “The Purified Eyes of the Buddha” according to
Fazsang and Chengguan’s interpretation respectively to elaborate those non-sentient
beings enlightened as those sentient-beings in field of Interpenetration of Three

Realms .


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiantai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Buddhism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Buddhism

Secondly , the Huayen Thought such as Ten Buddhakaya, the Origin of Tathata,
the unobstructed interpenetration of the particular and the totality, the one vehicle of
Huayen Distinct Teaching, the acceptance of change without changing oneself, and the
tenfold nonobstructions of totality and so on, which facilitate our apprehension of the
genuine meaning of the mutual ,nonobsructing interpenetration of the universal and
particular, the mutual ,nonobsructing interpenetration of the particular with other
particulars as well as the simile of Indra’s Net from the Flower Adornment Sutra.
Through the ongoing research method step by step , not only the author does firmly put
theory into practice, but set a number of examples to reveal the importance of profound
introspection of human beings. To reach that point, we should raise our awareness to be
polite to those sentient beings and non-sentient ones respectfully and equally , which is
the first priority for all mankind.

Apart from that, the dynamics of the mutual relationship of the universal and the
particular in Huayen such as intersubjectivity has already been influential in the modern
deep ecology movement. We should be in harmony with the non-sentient beings in all
aspects through our whole lives and responsibly in order to face with those serious

problems that we are difficult to handle with.

Key words: Buddha’s nature, Non-sentient beings, Fazang, Chengguan,
Interpenetration of Three Realms, Intersubjectivity, Interpenetration of six

phase
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You say that plants have a sense of smell?

The clearest example in plants is what happens during fruit ripening. You may have
heard that if you put a ripe and an unripe fruit together in the same bag, the unripe one
will ripen faster. it releases this hormone which is called ethylene, which is sensed by

neighboring fruits, until entire trees and groves ripen more or less in synchrony.*
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In this video, Pollan considers time-lapse videos of bean plants searching for a metal
pole to climb. Even before the plants reach the pole, they seem to “know” where it is
and to try to wrap around it. One plant even seems to cede a pole to another plant that

found it first. Some question whether these videos show “plant intelligence,”**
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